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abortion is a crime? I watch people tell me our 
society is advancing and
read about the health clinics closing, about bath-
room bills, it seems there are more gravestones to 
erect
on November 20th, each year. I spent hours  
writing their names. I checked my university’s 
YikYak stream and saw death threats getting the  
thumbs up.
 





or maybe I could and don’t want to. But they all 
sound the same to me,
like a self-immolating priest, like a brother, like a 
congressman for roaring crowds,
like all the cuts on the wrists and hips of youth 
who loved me.
It’s all the same word, the same lie:
S I N N E R
but
 
I don’t think I tell them this at all. Instead I say 
something cheeky;
it means what it sounds like. And I wear it
so red it looks scarified when I commit,
godless and treason, every sin they ever said I 
would burn for after death. Why wait?
Judgment need not delay for me; instead I
burn, burn, burn,
so bright that I make them all stop and wonder:
maybe I am divinity after all.
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